[Requirements for a surgical documentation system and its realization].
Adequate documentation of all surgical procedures is now essential. High demands in terms of quality and quantity mean that computerized databases and evaluation procedures are required. In the Department of Abdominal and Transplantation Surgery within Hanover Medical School a standardized but individually adaptable documentation system has been greated using standard hardware and software. A hierarchical code system has been established for surgical procedures, and this also offers the options of automatic online coding and translation into the coding used in the International Classification of Procedures in Medicine. The advantages and limitations of this system are discussed.